The World God Created

Children ask the mogt innocent - and often the most
difficult - questions. "Where did | come from?' "Where
did the world come from?' "Where did God come
from?' Parents, aunts and uncles, grannies and teachers
are expected to know te answvers. the firs question may
demand an explanation of deicate matters of human
biology; the second question sends Dad hunting for
encyclopaedia aticles on astronomy: question number

three is often left to Mum - as awkward religious metters
NEW WORLD are in many households.

Children's Questions

Most parents will do their best to find the answers. Some have been known to change
the subject, or suggest a game, or a walk, or bedtime - just when son or daughter is
disdlaying keen interest in the origin of the universe and the meaning of life. And that is
a pity: our children deserve dl the information we can give them. Of course, they may
not use sophisticated phrases like 'the origin of the universe but they do want to know
where we come from and why we are here.

Actudly it would be a hedthier world if more adults asked ,‘n
such questions: perhaps it is because children are fobbed
off with inadequate answers that they grow up not
bothering any more with ther searching enquiries. We
should dl be wiser if we bothered to search a little more
deeply; and, having found some of the answers, if we then
acted accordingly. This booklet has been produced as a
chdlenge to those who may never have thought much
about the world, how it got here, where it's going, and
what we ae doing on it. There are answers to these

questions. clear, excting, and demanding answers. |
Answers to your children's awkward questions? Yes, but k
(more important) answers to the questions grown-ups

hardly ever dare to ask.

It is a this point, of course, that you - the reader - perhaps become suspicious. "Weve
heard dl this beforel” may be your response. Or perhaps, "These people are out to sl
some book, or preach some fantagtic philosophy: | must be on my guard!” Certainly you
must be on your guard: the world is full of dangerous propaganda and new idess. In
fect, this is, as never before, a time for new ideas. Many today are disllusoned with the
‘old' ideas. they have turned away from the Church which used to dominate men's lives;



they have even become disappointed with science which at one time seemed to offer the
way to limitless power and energy and ease - yet has brought pollution and devagtation.

Politicadl idess too ae having to be reviewed: who would have dreamed that
communism in Eagern Europe and the Soviet Union would be rgected in favour of
democracy and market economics? Yet the unthinkable has happened, and the terrorism
in the United States that resulted in mgor disruption to the life of many people and that
shook the world's economies shows an uncertain world that other unthinkable changes
and revolutions, that can so easly upset our Western world, may be round the corner!

And it is obvious that many people are actively looking for change they are seeking
dternatives to al the falled philosophies of the past: in fact ‘dternativé has become a
catch-word in recent years, so that we have 'dternativé energy sources, 'dternative
technology, 'dternaive medicine. People are taking very serioudy about a 'new age,
an age free of what they consider to be the dogmas and Straitjackets of the past.

This booklet is about a New Age - a New World - but the ideas we are going to put
before you have been known for thousands of years. God's plan for the world is ageless,
it is eternd, and it has never changed. It is recorded in the Bible. Man's ideas have
faled; human systems have come and gone, but there is no need a dl for some
dternative 'new age’ philosophy: the oldest plan for our planet is Hill the best. Please
read onl

The Bible Has the Answers

=a@gr= The trouble is that, if we mention the Bible, many
i @ | readers will 'switch off'. What is it about the Bible that
& makes people switch off? Agreed it's a thick book, on

> ‘ thin paper, in smal print, most editions are dl in black

“+ and often in old-fashioned language.

But go into any library, look particularly in the technica sections, and most books will

gopear difficult to understand: they too are in smal print; to the non-specidis they may

look dreary. Yet to the person whose subject it is, these are the books he loves, books
that have taught him histrade, fired hisimaginaion, got him on his career ladder.

The Bible can have the same effect. Daunting? Dreary? Perhgps to those who haven't
read it. Excting? Fulfilling? Yes, to the many who have discovered its deep fascination

. . and its up to date answers to lifés questions. It may not directly help you in your
trade, nor put you on your career ladder, but it will add new dimensions to the life of
yoursdlf and your family. Please don't 'switch off' if we quote farly fredy from it in this
booklet. Our am, which we are not going to hide, and which we are certanly not
ashamed of, is to get you reading the Bible. You may be in for some surprises. (Of
course you may dready be a keen Bible reader: we are delighted if this is so, and hope
you will agree with what we have to say in these pages.)



In the Beginning God

IN the beginning God created the heaven and the eath. And the earth
was without form, anrd void, and dakness was upon the face of the
dep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waers
(Genesis 1:1,2)

Genesis is the firgt book in the Bible and it opens with the above words. Genes's has to
do with origins, with beginnings, it has the answer to that not-so-childish quedtion -
Where do we come from? "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth . . .
God sad, 'Let there be light' . . . God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth grass . . . let the
waters abound with an abundance of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth . .
. let the earth bring forth the living cregture according to its kind'. . . And God said 'Let
usmakeman. . :'"

Evolution?
You prefer to believe in evolution? This is not the place to examine closdy the clams
of evolutionigts. For the past hundred years they have had an increasing hold on people's
minds, our children are taught evolution as proven fact, often with no mention of any
dternative, churchmen have compromised the fath of ther forefathers by trying to
believe in God and believe in evolution. The truth of the maiter, in our view, is tha
evolution as the basis of biology and as an explanation of the origin of man is not in the
leest proven - it is just assumed. Of course it gets into dl the textbooks and
encyclopaedias, it is adopted by broadcasters, and taken widdly for granted. But it has
never been proved!

To sy that life arose by chance, evolved from smple to
complex organisms by chance, and produced mankind by
chance may be a plaugble theory, but the proof just isnt
there. Here are just three objections. (1) it requires too much
of chance to suggest that the necessary building blocks of life
could have formed spontaneoudy; (2) it requires too much of
chance to say that 'smple€ organisms arose from those basic
building blocks in actud fact, there is redly no such thing as
a 'ample organism, for even a 'smple one-cdled organism
operates on unseen chemica processes every hit as complex
as those in the cdls of our bodies, and (3) athough the human
goecies may hot gopear s0 very different physcdly from
other animds, there is a huge gap between the capabilities,
egpecidly the mentd cgpacities of any anima and those of
man - the gulf is enormous, and the 'missing links have never
turned up.

DNA — The “Blueprint”of Life



One more fact may interet you: some experts (as diginct from the popular
broadcagters) are now serioudy taking of the earliet man having lived on this planet
less than 20,000 (rather than many millions of) years ago. They Hill wont let go of the
theory that he evolved, but by alowing such a recent origin, they are coming closer to
what cregtionists believe.

Now we cannot expect readers to teke dl this for granted without further evidence, but
it surely isn't unreasonable to ask you a least to dlow the posshility that the universe,
light, plants, birds, animals and man were al created - created by a divine hand. Do not
rule it out; do not think it unthinkable: be generous-minded enough to say that creation
is possible; and then let us see where this can lead us.

"When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, The moon and
the stars, which you have ordained,
Whét is man that you are mindful of him. . .?" (Psaim 8:3,4)

Look up into the sky!

Man is the pinnacle of God's creation, but - as the above psam suggests - there are
wonders dmost beyond imagination in the heavens (if we can escgpe ar pollution and
keep away from the lights of cities). That amazing under-datement in Geness - "He
made he gars aso" (1:16) - bdies the fact that we can be totdly logt in thinking of the
numbers, sizes and distances of gars.

But let us dat & home
we live on a plang, Fluto
Eath, which dong with
the other solar planets,
Mercury, Venus, Mars,
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus,
Neptune and Pluto, trace
out ther orbits a
incressing distances
from the Sun. The Sun is
‘our' gtar: it is 93,000,000
miles from us - "Its
risng is from one end of
heaven, and its circuit to
the other end; and there ' Mercury
is nothing hidden from .
its heat” (Psalm 19:6). The Planets of the Solar System

Meptane

Lirans

Looking up a the night sky we see a vast number of points of light. The sun's planets
account for a few of these; dl the rest are stars, star clusters and gdaxies - themsdves
great universes of countless dars. There ae in fact sad to be more than



100,000,000,000 gadaxies visble to modern telescopes, each containing thousands of
millions of sars. And the digances of the stars are astounding: the next nearest dar
(after the sun) is 23 million million miles away: the next nearest gdaxy is about 50,000
times further than that. We arelost in the numbers of 'noughts!

And where did dl this come from? There are severd competing theories about how the
universe arose, and we shall not stop o examine them here. In any case they dl push the
important question one stage further back: Who made it? Was there a Creator? Where
did He come from? - and so on. Science can help, but we need more than science to
comprehend the infinite: we need faith.

Now if fath is needed to imagine the beginnings of the universe, then fath is needed,
too, if we are to come to grips with life. We may be dazzled by the numbers, sze and
distances of gars, but we ought to be equally dazzled by the wonders of life under the
microscope. The world, in other words, is as fantagtic in smdl things as in huge things,
in the microscopic and in theimmense.

Atoms and Molecules

Ask an aomic physcig what is indde the
aom, and he will gat taking about
neutrons, protons, electrons, neutrinos . . .
he will try to explan myderious fegures
cdled ‘charm’ 'strangeness and ‘colour’ -
not the charm or colour we normaly think
of but curious properties to be found
within the world of the infinitesmd.
Beautiful? Yes the experts are themselves
ovewhdmed, and often frankly baffled by
what they find; many of them (sadly not
al) recognise that this could not be
here if there were not an Organi%r and Diagram of the Living Cell
Inventor, a supreme and al-knowing God.

Ask a molecular biologis what 'mekes life and he will dat teling you about the
wonders within the living cdl - the wonders of every sngle one of those
1,000,000,000,000,000 cells that there are, for example, in the human body. Why are
they dive? What is the difference between a test tube full of chemicas and a growing
organism? Where did life come from?

Quedtions about how life keeps going, why it dies - dl these are fairly easy to answer.
But "Where did it come from?' "Why is it here?' - those are the tough ones. The
sientis may explan to us dl the intricacies and marvels of chromosomes, genes,
enzymes - wha it is that makes a poppy red, or a pansy blue: what it is that makes baby
look like Mum or Dad. But he will not be able to give us answers to those harder



guestions. Introducing a Creator, however, answers dl our questions, we shdl go
through life much less puzzled, and a great ded more sidfied, if we are prepared to
acknowledge a Divine hand in the world around us.

As the Bible man of long ago sad, when the wonder of God's works findly dawned
upon him:

"| have uttered what | did not understand,
Things too wonderful for me, which | did not know." (Job 42:3)

May we suggest, then, that you stop and think before you are caught aut by the idea of a
world which (so0 they say) 'somehow' came into being, and which (so they say) does not
need a God to explain it.

What Man has done to it

Through our telescope we have scanned the heavens. Through our microscope we have
peered into the tiny universe of the living cdl, while other instruments reved the inner
workings of the aom. These are the extremes of large and smal: the infinite and the
infinitesma. Somewhere between these extremes is the ‘ordinary’ world of the
landscagpe in which we live. We are talking now about our planet, this ‘'mother’ Earth. So
let's examine more paticularly the state of the world in our own age. It was perfect,
once. God madeit "very good"; Geness 1:31), but isit still "very good" today?

City Skylines

The world is good; from outer space, astronauts have trouble finding words to express
the sunning beauty of our planet - its greens and blues, its clouds, its mountain peaks,
the evidence (even from such a disance) of the magnificent cities man has built; his
masterpieces of condruction, like the greet wal of Ching, cands resarvoirs, nedtly
planted forests, vast fields of wheet or rice.

On Eath itdf, the wonders can be multiplied: with his camera, man caiches the
perfection of autumn leaves, the symmetry of a snowflake, the exquiste delicacy of a
bat wing, the mgjesty of great beasts of prey. Here is beauty a close range - and we are
foolish not to seein al these things God's hand at work.

But there is another picture that can meet the eye t is the picture of smoke stacks, of
shanty towns, of sewage spilling out to sea, of devastated crops, disease-ridden animds,
of famished and dying children, of terror and war.

In the digant view, perfection; in the close-up, too, perfection; but the honest reporter
has to include those other less than perfect scenes. What has happened to a world that
was once very good? What has gone wrong?



What went wrong?

The Bible provides a number of clues. When God made man, He gave him freewill and
unhgppily that freewill was immediatdy misused: Adam and Eve, our fird parents,
disobeyed God's indructions. And the result, described in Geness, is important in
undergtanding the environmentd criss we have today:

"Cursed is the ground for your sake (said God); in toil you shdl eat from it
al the days of your life. Both thorns and thidles it shal bring forth for you .
.. In the swesat of your face you shdl eat bread till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken; for dust you are, and to dust you shdl return:”
(3:17-19).

Now we must be very careful in deciding what this very early Bible passage says, and
what it does not say. For a dat it reminds us that looking after the earth is a big
respongbility, and sometimes a painful one it requires sweat and toil, as man has to
battle with weeds (and pests and other setbacks). We cannot expect life to be one long
holiday, nor was it ever promised that man would live in luxury and ease. Even less was
there any suggestion that he would live for ever. The opposite is true: he would return to
dust. Man is mortal because God would not alow disobedient people to live for ever.
Thousands of years after the words of Geness were written, Paul the Aposile wrote
about man's mortdity in the words, "The wages of dn is death" (Romans 6:23). Though
it is not the subject of this booklet, we have to ask our readers to think very carefully
about the fact that there is no such thing as an after-life for souls in heaven, nor any
scripture which teaches that we are bagcadly immortd. The Bible is quite dear: death is
red; man can only survive it by fath in Chrig - but this is the subject of a later chapter
in this booklet.

Surdy this early passage in Genesis d<o tdls us that it is actudly God's will that man
should learn to live with toll and pain. They ae not in themsdves evil, and by the
frugtrations and trids of life, we learn to look for higher things and gppreciate God's
higher purposeinit al:

"The cregtion was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him
who subjected it in hope because the credtion itsdf dso will be deivered
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of
God." (Romans 8:20.21).

Self-Inflicted Trouble

What we have described so far could be cdled the 'naturd’ decay, wastage and
frugration of life as we experience it, and we must not flinch from accepting this.
Civilisations have come and gone.



But added to the natura decay, there has, in
recent times especialy, been the damage that
man quite thoughtlesdy has inflictced upon
himsdf and on the planet. Of course we deplore
the rotting crops, the oil dicks the polluted
amosphere, the terrible fate of thousands who
die from hunger and diseeses but who is to
blame? Who caused these hings? God is not to
blame; so many of man's cdamities are brought
about by maen himsdf-they arise from his greed,
his sdfisiness and aggresson. James, in the
New Testament, utters some home truths about
man's base nature:

"You lugt and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You
fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask. You ask and do
not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your
pleasures.” (James 4:2,3).

Unfair! you may say. But deegp down you know it to be a true - and frightening -
decription of those who have misused the world in their craving for power, pleasure
and profit. We may justly condemn the 'scorched earth’ policies of twentieth century
tyrants, who devagtate the countries they conquer - and often their own as wdl. But in a
more generd and long term sense, the whole human race has been guilty of 'scorched
earth’ policies.

Many ae the environmenta
catastrophes which man has
brought upon himsdf. And
what about the persond
catastrophes which are aso
often sdf-inflicted? We are
sorry for those who suffer
the effects of drug abuse, or
perverted sexud practices,
but (as they often admit
when it is too late) they

bring disaster upon
themsdves: AIDS s one of




the mog terifying of those disasters, but it is only one of man's sdf-inflicted diseases.
We have al come across the smoker who warns us about the dangers of his habit - but
does nothing about it himsdlf. Tragicdly, the innocent suffer as well.

What can be done about it?

So what can be done? Does it help to sign petitions? Should we march, demongtrate or
protest? Let us by every means make sure we do not oursalves add to the pollution; let
us clean up where we can; let us buy from the supermarkets those products which
less damage to our environment. But in the end, we mugt face the fact that man, on his
own, will never restore pefection to this far planet. He may have limited success in
cleaning up a few of his rivers, he may be able to stop (for a time) the wilful burning of
the Amazon forests, he may do his best to rdieve famine and hardship, and find cures
for the chronic diseases of mankind. But there is no complete and lasting solution - man
IS not getting better, nor is the Earth getting cleaner.

In fact there is reason to believe that, |eft to oursalves, we are heading for total disaster.

Yet there is an answer, and it is the god of this booklet to describe it. The earth will one
day be once more "very good'; the environment, about which we are dl so rightly
concerned, will one day be cleaned up. But it will come about in God's way, in God's
time, and not man's.

Jesus, the World's Saviour

The am of these pages is not to frighten or depress. there is enough to be distressed
about without adding to it. What we have said so far does look rather pessmistic but we
have dready hinted a answers and solutions - something much more optimigic. We
must now come to that - and give the Bible a fair hearing. Please let it spesk: it redly
does make a lot of sense. Never let it be said that you turned away from an opportunity
to learn the truth abouit this planet's fate.

Il The Bible redly does have the answer.
~l. ~ The Bible is a redigtic book: it is not a

,._'.;i‘l:-a e K : . S
(g Jl&_' Ll 4 oollection of fary teles nor of idedistic
e TR D2 . nonsense. It paints a redidic picture of

¢ dl that is wrong with the world and with

. mankind; it presents a sober assessment
of the problem - and it offers a sensble
solution. The apodtle Peter, spesking in
Jerusdem shortly after Jesus Christ had
risen from the dead, and then ascended
to heaven, promised:




"... that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and
that he may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, whom
heaven mug recave until the times of restoration of dl things, of which
God has spoken by the mouth of dl his holy prophets since the world
began" (Acts 3:19-21).

A Long Term Plan

There is much more to be said about this speech of
Peter's and the conclusons he draws, and the
demands he makes, in the words which follow on
from the above, but let us just consder the short
extract quoted. It spesks categoricadly of "times of
refreshing’, "the times of restoration of dl things'.
That is chearing news there is a plan, a longstanding
and a long-term plan, to put this world in order, to
make it once more "very good'. And the plan was
reveded long ago through "his holy prophets'. Hebrew Scroll of the Old Testament

The answer, then, lies in the books of Israd's ancient prophets. Dry, dusty,
untrusworthy old myths? What relevance can Hebrew scrolls from severd thousand
years ago have for today? Wdll, let them first speek -here are a couple of examples:

"The wilderness and the wastedland shdl be glad for them, and the desert
shdl rgoice and blossom as the rose . . . Then the eyes of the blind shdl be
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then the lame shdll
legp like a deer, and the tongue of the dumb sing . . . They shdl obtain joy
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away” (Isaiah 35:1-10).

Too good to be true? An answer, a a stroke, to the ecologica disasters of the world; to
man's chronic diseases and depressons? That's how it would appear.

"THEY SHALL BEAT THEIR SWORDS INTO PLOUGHSHARES, AND THEIR
SPEARS INTO PRUNING HOOKS: NATION SHALL NOT LIFT UP A SWORD
AGAINST NATION, NEITHER SHALL THEY LEARN WAR ANY MORE" (MICAH
4:3).

These words (Micah 4:3) became the motto for the United Nations optimisticaly it was
thought that by nations getting together, they could settle dl disputes, and prevent war
for ever: sadly it was not to be. The UN may have helped to reduce the tensions between
nations but it has not succeeded, nor will it ever succeed, in stopping war. What the
Lord God says through Micah, however, is that He will judge between nations, and
through His intervention, wars will ultimately cease.



Bible History

How will it hgppen? To underdand this, we have to review (very briefly!) the whole of
Bible higory - the whole of God's revedled purpose. It sarted, as we have seen, in Eden.
It progressed through the time of Noah and the Flood; on to the age of Abraham and the
Jewish patriarchs, who received very important promises of a Land and a People
forward then to the nation of Isragl, whom God brought into the 'Promised Land'.

We move to the higory of the kings (Saul, David, Solomon and their successors) and
prophets (Isaah, Danid, Micah and many others), and learn from ther writings what
God had in mind for the restoration of al that had gone wrong.

Much of what the prophets wrote had to do with the Jews - their future tribulations and
their find restoration one day to their own land. But the restoration of Israel would be
bound up with God's greater purpose with the earth, and with the coming of one very
gpecia person - the Sn of God. Speeking of the kingdom of Israd, the Old Testament
prophet Ezekiel sad:

"I will make it overthrown! It shdl be no longer, untii he comes whose
rightitis and | will giveit to him" (Ezekid 21:27).

There is no real bresk between the Old Testament and the New Testament, and it is in
the pages of the New Testament that the spotlight falls on that specia person.

Jesus of Nazareth, born to May, was truly the Son of God, and in him dl the
predictions of the prophets were fulfilled. His sufferings were foretold:

"He is despised and rgected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief . . . He was led as a lamb to the daughter, and as a sheep before its
shearers is dlent, s0 he opened not his mouth . . . He bore the sn of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors' (Isaiah 53:3,7,12).

The Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ

There is no doubt about the higtorica truth of the life and death of Jesus the preacher.
We have little difficulty in imegining that someone who sad the sort of things he sad
would indeed get into trouble with the authorities, and it is not hard to believe that he
was sentenced to a crud death - crucifixion. But what aout "He bore the sn of
many..."? Agan there is no great difficulty in understanding the words, especidly if we
look alittle more deeply into the background of the Old Testament.

To be brief, we can say that Jesus Chrigt died because, unlike Adam and Eve (and the
rest of us), he would not rebel against God's wishes. His desire was aways to obey God
- his Father - and he was prepared to submit even to death. Yet he had done no wrong!
He is the only one since creation who has not been disobedient to God's commands.



Because of his obedience, God did not leave him in the grave He miraculoudy raised
the murdered Chrigt caling him out of the stone tomb never to die again.

We refer to the desth of Jesus Christ as a sacrifice, because it was the desth of a man
giving himsdf willingly for the sske of dl who would be his followers Through that
sacrifice God can accept us back into His favour, and has promised that (if we beieve
and asociate ourselves with His Son), He will grant us eternd life in a restored and
perfected earth.

Forty days after he rose from the lead, Jesus Christ &cended to Heaven and he is there
now asthe Lord and Saviour of those who want to be his disciples.

But in God's plan the Lord Jesus Chrigt is destined to return literaly to the earth. When
he was taken up to heaven, angels reassured his puzzled followers:

"Men of Gdilee, why do you sand gazing up into heaven? This same
Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner
asyou saw him go into heaven" (Acts 1:11).

Jesus' Second Coming

So Jesus is dive now and only his coming back to the earth will bring about an end to
al the havoc that mankind has wrought upon it. But how can he achieve this? What
power has Jesus to stand up againg dl the vested interests and might of superpowers
and the evil intrigues of men and nations? They killed him once before - could it not

happen again®?

The reply we give is that Jesus is not this time to be the "babe of Bethlehem”, nor the
dying man on the cross. He is the risen Son of God, and has been given "dl authority in
heaven and on eath” (Matthew 28:18). He, the first of al mankind, has been granted an
immortal nature; and when he comes back to earth, he has no need to fear the world's
politicians. He will have his own laws, his own government, and will set about forming
his own Kingdom in which he will rule for God. He will be opposed, certainly, but he
will achieve his purpose and man's ambitions will be put down. "Doesn't this sound like
a dictator?' you may say. Perhaps it does, but not a merciless, sdfish dictator; rather a
dictator in the better sense of a leader who will rule with complete authority in the
world's best interests.

That, in fact, is what Peter was thinking about when he taked of "times of refreshing”
and "the times of redoration of dl things'. This very briefly, is the Bible backdrop to
God's New World.



Baptism, a New Start

We have come a long way from the brief survey of the wonders of nature with which
we began. We darted there because it was important to see today's problems in the
context of the original desgn and purpose which God had with our planet. It was vitd
to go to the Bible for essentia background: there is no other authority, no better source
of information about the future of the world.

But our search has aready shown us that we are not like spectators viewing events from
a safe disance and clapping when al goes well. We oursdves are pat of the drama
Chrigt's coming was for us; his degth, if we will accept it, was for us, his second coming
to the earth will be for us, if we want to be with him and assst him. If we thought thet
the world could be improved and perfected without any demands being made of us, then
we are to be disllusoned. Like Jesus, we have to end one life and begin a new one,
recognisng - as we saw from Geness - that God 4ill will not dlow disobedient folk to
live for ever. He wants us to recognise that He is our Maker, and respond by serving
Him.

God's Command - Our Commitment

You may prefer to move on quickly to the fifth and find chapter of this short book, and
discover what we have to say about the New World of God's Kingdom, but this chapter
is a necessary prelude. We may never see, and we shdl certainly not be part of God's
New World, if we do not take the word "commitment” serioudy, and show by our way
of life that we redlly do want to be in His kingdom.

What are we to do? "Wait and see’ is
not a safe response, for events are
dready gathering momentum and the Wars

"Signs of the Times”

dgns tha Jesus Chrig will soon be
here are multiplying - showing to the
believer that the time of these grest
events is near. What we have to do is
what Peter asked his audience to do:

- Change their ways

- Be baptized into Christ

- Start anew way of life

- Prepare for God's New World.

We actudly left out an important
introduction to what Peter sad, and
omitted other words of Peter to the
crowds in Jerusdem:

Political Upheavals
Earthquakes
Famines
Pestilences
Pollution
Pleasure-seeking
Greed

Lack of Respect
Immorality
Disbelief in God

See Luke 21:8-28;
2 Timothy 3:1-5;
2 Peter 3:3-13.




"Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so
that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord ... Repent,
and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Chrig for the
remisson of gns .. Be saved from this peverse generation” (Acts 3:19;
2:38-40).

Repent . . . be baptized . . . remisson of sns. what strange old-fashioned language! We
have quoted from a modern verson of the Bible yet ill it may sound a little quant.
You and | live in a digitd, computer-aided, plastic-wrapped society. We have become
clever and sophidicated. We may enjoy acceerating in the fast lane. Even the least
materidigic of us keep up with the latest hi-fi, we read the glossy holiday krochures - or
if not holiday brochures, then gardening catalogues or keep-fit magazines. Let us not
pretend we are not part of the world of the 1990s with dl its comforts and opportunities.
We have benefits our parents never dreamed of and we understandably want our
children to do better ill.

So are we redly expected to "repent and be baptized'? Isnt this something out of a
Gospd movie? something you associate with Chrigians in Roman times - not with
computer-age Chrigtianity? If these are the pictures the word 'baptism’ conjures up in
your mind, then you are wel on the way to underganding baptism, for certainly it was
in the early Chrigian era that adult baptism a ceremony where the new beiever is fully
immersed in water - took place. Remember fow John the Baptist used to baptize people
in the River Jordan (Mark 1:9)? Remember how Philip the Evangelig found a pool of
water, and how both he and the Ethiopian bdiever "went down into the water" (Acts
8:38)? Archaeologists have unearthed very early Chridian churches which have a built -
in bath of sufficient depth and length for an adult to be baptized - to be completely
covered in water.

Adult Baptism or Infant Christening?

Agang the clear teaching of Jesus Christ and the Apostles, Bible baptism was replaced
by an act of infant sprinkling: a few drops of water from a font is al that survives in
most churches of the ceremony which even Jesus himsdf - at the age of 30 submitted to,
and countless thousands of early Chrigtians. Should we not do as they did?

But the difference between old-fashioned baptism and modern ‘Chrigtening’ is not just to
be seen in the quantity of water used. Another magor important difference is in the fact
that an adult can have a full undersanding of what is going on, while a baby cannot
have the dightest idea. Baptiam is a ceremony in which a new believer knowingly tekes
part. It is carried out only when he or she understands what it means.

And now we can introduce that other word which Peter used, "repent”. Repentance is
the humble response of someone who comes to know the Gospd, understands its
demands on him or her, confesses a need of Christ's sacrifice, acknowledges his or her



own waywardness (what the Bible cals "sn"), and desires to be associated with Chrigt.
He or she will then want to be baptized. As Paul explainsin one of his letters:

"Do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? Therefore we were buried with him through
baptism into deeth, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory
of the Father, even 0 we dso should wadl, in newness of life' (Romans
6:3,4).

So there is more to baptism than some readers
may perhaps have imagined. And it redly isnt
0 quant or old-fashioned. It is a dignified and
humble act of bdief, confesson and
commitment. When it takes place in a
Chrigadephian mesting-room, it is not with
handclgpping or emotiona displays, but with
joy on the part of the candidate and delight on
the part of those whom he joinsin fdlowship.

Baptism - The Way Into God's New World
So Chrigaddphians have a rather different
ansver to the environmentd problem. Our
view isthat:

The environmentd crisisisred.

We can try to do something about it ourselves, particularly in mora matters, but we
must not expect that much will be achieved by joining the 'green’ movements.

Our hope must centre on the certainty that Jesus Chrigt will come, and when he is
king the earth will be restored.

Meanwhile what is important for us is to become associated with Chrigt, to become
atrue Chrigtian, by repentance, belief in the origind Gospel, and adult baptism.

Some readers will be reasonably familiar with these lines of argument, yet may never
have taken any action to put them into practice in ther own lives we urge them to do
0. To others the whole story may appear unlikely and unred: to them we say, Give it
further thought; go back over the points we are making, ask yoursdf whether you can
find any more promisng solution to the world's ills, any more certain answer to man's
insoluble problems. But to al readers who have got as far as this point, we now say:
Come with us into the find chapter of this booklet: we want to tel you what the Bible
redly hasto say to you and to your children about God's New World.



The New World of God's Kingdom

Ealier in this booklet we st out Bible teaching on the second coming of Chrid.
Returning to that speech of Peter, we now quote:

". . . tha times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and
that he may send Jesus Chrigt . . . whom heaven must receive until the times
of restoration of dl things, of which God has spoken by the mouth of dl his
holy prophets’ (Acts 3:19-21).

What will happen then?

The Scriptures have plenty to tell us about the events that will take place when Jesus
Chrig returns. There is more to be done than just to clean up a polluted planet (though
that is a task he will certainly undertake). More important, initidly, will be the rasng of
the dead, and the judgement, for only after those processes are complete can the new
King implement his plan for earth's restoration-employing his followers to hdp him in
that work. There is ample Bible proof that many of the dead will be raised. And this
teaching of resurrection isn't just to be found in the New Testament. For example, in the
prophecy of Danid:

"There shdl be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a
nation, even to tha time. And a that time your people shdl be delivered,
every one who is found written in the book. And many of those who deep
in the dugt of the earth shdl awake, some to everlaging life, some to shame
and everlasting contempt” (12:1,2).

And in Jesus own words:

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and dl the holy angds with him,
then he will gt on the throne of his glory. All the naions will be gathered
before him, and he will separate them one from ancther, as a shepherd
divides his sheep from the goats' (Matthew 25:31,32).




The last book of the Bible has much to say which will please the environmentdigt.
Revedtion is a remarkable prophecy, according to its opening words, of "things which
must shortly teke place’ (Revelation 1:1) and it contains some cheering and reassuring
promises. But natice that the Bible doesn't stop at giving an answer to the environmenta
issue it deds with the much more basic problem of man's mortdity:

"Your wrath has come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged,
and that you should reward your servants the prophets and the saints, and

those who fear your name . . . and should destroy those who destroy the
earth" (Revelation 11:18).

"The tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwdl with them, and they
ghdl be his people, and God himsdf will be with them and be their God.

And God will wipe every tear from their eyes, there shal be no more desath,
nor sorrow, nor crying; and there shdl be no more pain, for the former
things have passed away" (21:34).

"And he (the angel) showed me a pure river of the water of life, clear as
caydd . . . On dther Sde of the river was the tree of life, which bore twelve

fruits . . . And the leaves of the tree were for the heding of the nations. And
there shall be no more cursg” (22:1- 3).

An End to Earth's Woes

Instead of polluted streams, a river clear as crystd; instead of withered forests, a tree of
life; ingead of disease, hedling. The words of Reveation may sound a bit poetic, for 0
they are: but they are meant to be taken literdly so far as the cdeansing of the planet is
concerned. Degradation, destruction, aggression, greed, pain and pollution - and
whatever you would want to add yoursdf to a ligt of the earth's woes - dl these will

vanish. The "curse' of Eden will be removed. Children will play in safety: old people
will venture out without fear or threst:

"Thus says the Lord of hosts: Old men and old women shdl again st in the
dreets of Jerusdem, each one with his gaff in his hand because of great
age. The dreds of the city shdl be full of boys and girls playing in its
Streets " (Zechariah 8 4.5).

What will it be like in God's Kingdom?
"They shdl beat ther swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning
hooks."
"They shdl not learn war any more."
"The eath will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea."
"There shal be no more desth, nor sorrow, nor crying.”



What sort of King will Jesus Christ be?
"He will bring judtice to the poor."
"He shdl have dominion from seato sea.”
"He mud reign till he has put dl enemies under hisfegt.”
"The kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chrig,
and he shdl reign for ever and ever.”

A dream? Wighful thinking? Fairy taes? Escapism from the harsh redity and awesome
respongbility which we must bear? All we can say in answer to those chalenges is. See
for yoursdf, if the Bible hasn't many times spoken poeticaly, yet been proved true. You
may regard it as wishful thinking on the part of God's prophets who foretold the first
coming of Chrigt: but it came true. During the last 100 years it was certainly the dream
of many that the Jews might find a homdand after the centuries of persecution and
scattering. The Holocaust seemed to spell the end of those dreams, wheress it turned aut
to be the grim preude to their fulfilment as foretold in the Bible. And this further and
fina dream will also come true. Chrigt will come, and God will st up His Kingdom.

"He has gppointed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness
by the man whom he has ordained. He has given assurance of this to dl, by
rasing him from the dead" (Acts 17:31).

A Personal Challenge

If, when you have pondered these things, you fed you would like to do something about
it, then we believe we can help you.

Get in touch with Christadelphians near you; cdl in a one of our meetings, read one or
two of our other publications - but, more important ill, read your Bible. Tak it over
with your family: ask the children what they think is the answer to the world's problems.
We darted by refering to the wonderful questions children ask: is it not time we put
one or two questions to them, for young people often show sound sense on current
issues? Ask them if they know of a human plan to help this planet. Ask them what they
think of God's plan!



But dont wak away from what you have read. The Bible is not threatening you, but
offering you untold blessngs, eternd joys and rdief from dl your sorrows-for ever.
Don't turn away. God's promises are coming to a long awaited dimax: the end of the
world, as we know it, could be very near:

"There will be sgns in the sun, in the moon, and in the sars and on the
eath didress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring;
men's heats fdling them from fear and the expectaion of those things
which are coming on the earth, for the powers of heaven will be shaken.
Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and gresat
glory. Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your
heads, because your redemption drawsnear" (Luke 21:25-28).

"Do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not dack concerning
his promise . . . but is longsuffering towards us, not willing that any should
perish but that al should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:8-10).
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